GRADUATE PROGRAMS ALIGNED WITH CONSTRUCTIVIST THEORY OF HOW PEOPLE LEARN
 

As a growing number of university education departments are aligning curriculum with constructivist theory, many students are interested in exploring graduate programs that are similarly focused. The following is a "work in progress" list of graduate schools that offer anywhere from a few courses aligned with constructivist theory to an entire curriculum that is based on constructivist theory.
 

The Institute has not investigated the following programs, nor is it recommending them. The information is provided by people at the schools. However, it is our hope that this list can be a starting point for people interested in exploring schools that indicate they are aligned with constructivist theory,
 

If you would like further information about any of these schools, there is contact information included in the brief summaries that follow and you can reach your own conclusions:
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Antioch New England Graduate School


The education curriculum at Antioch is based on an integrated learning concentration. This helps students create classrooms that draw connections between the life of the child and the life of the classroom. The community based school environmental education project works with students to help restructure their curriculum, building, and grounds from an ecological perspective. The graduate students work with K-12 teachers and students. These courses utilize constructivists’ methods to promote student learning and growth towards a wide range of outcomes. They look at principles of authentic assessment, explore best assessment practices, and develop assessment tools and strategies to best support student learning. 

Courses: 

Integrated Learning: Theory into Practice: Opportunities to acquire a historical perspective on the integrated classroom. Students learn to appreciate the value of an integrated approach to learning and gain experience in determining children’s characteristics, levels of development, and needs through observation. Students learn how to plan and implement an interdisciplinary thematic study that can satisfy demands of the curriculum. They learn techniques of management, grouping, documentation, record keeping, display, and evolution while learning to establish community for learning and sharing.

 Assessment: A Focus on Learning: Assessment should focus more on improving learning than merely auditing it. To support the learning process, assessment needs to be seen as a rich process of feedback, based on evidence related to clearly identified standards and criteria. This course focuses on assessment embedded in the learning process that is intended to promote student learning growth towards a wide range of outcomes. Together we look at principles of authentic assessment, explore best assessment practices, and develop assessment tools and strategies to best support students learning.

Problem-Solving Science: Science in elementary schools is more than reading the chapter and answering the questions. Observations, hands on investigations, nature experiences, and children’s literature can all provide accessible starting points for developmentally appropriate science curriculum. Topics may include pendulums, mushrooms, clay boats design technology, and oobleck. We examine diverse science curriculum materials such as ESS, TOPS, GEMS, and MacDonald 5/13 and reflect on current issues and theoretical debates in science education.

Contacts

Arthur Auer, M.Ed.
Core Faculty: Waldorf

Antioch New England

Graduate School
40 Avon Street, Keene, NH 03431
603.357.3122 ext. 326

aauer@antiochne.edu
Judy Coven, M.S.
Core Faculty

Antioch New England
Graduate School
40 Avon Street, Keene, NH 03431
603.357.3122 ext. 315

judy_coven@antiochne.edu
David Sobel

Director Teacher Certification Programs

Educational Department

40 Avon Street, Keene, NH 03431

603.357.3122 ext. 358

dsobel@antiochne.edu

Castleton State College


The Castleton State College education department thrives on the basis of learning, modifying and developing learning theories.  These theories will in turn educate teachers and administrators in having effective learning environments to accommodate differences between students.  Also, the incorporation of technology into school curriculum is a goal Castleton sees as vital for the 21st Century. Constructivism plays an important role in all the education courses at this school.

Edu 5270- Models of Secondary Teaching


This course introduces the student to an array of approaches to secondary school teaching that could be used to help transform the public schools for the 21st Century. The course will provide the teacher, curriculum engineer, and administrators with approaches to teaching that create innovative environments for learning.

Edu 5320- Technology in Education


Students will study and use different applications of computers that enhance a student’s ability to learn and express ideas.  Topics will include integrated software packages, subject specific applications, multidisciplinary integration and an introduction to multimedia.

Edu 6770- Cooperative Learning Workshop


This course will provide participants with skills in the utilization of cooperative learning framework in addressing the learning needs of students.  The workshop will provide students with the knowledge and skills to conduct assessments and design cooperative learning strategies to facilitate the integration of students.

Contact: www.castleton.edu
Admission Phone – 800-639-8521

Columbia College, MO


This college thrives on the motto that “truly effective teaching must be modeled, not just taught.” Therefore, the college encourages students to engage in active learning, research in field situations, experience problem solving, interact in dialogues and question the constant exploration of “what is and what could be.” With that said, Columbia College is a prime example of a school that has innovative classes with a constructivist curriculum.

EDUC 505- Instructional Theory and Techniques- Professional planning of instruction including goals and objectives, techniques and activities, and evaluation.  Students produce and present lessons containing defensible techniques, strategies, and methods of evaluation.

EDUC 560- Theories of Learning- The study of major learning using theories including those proposed by Skinner, Pavlov, Bandura, Piaget, Bruner, Sternberg, and others.  Application of theoretical knowledge in educational systems is addressed.

EDUC 580- Methods of Effective Academic Evaluation- A study of formative, diagnostic and summative evaluation.  Emphasis is on the development, administration, interpretation and utilization of informal teacher-made evaluation courses.

                   Contact Information- www.ccis.edu/graduate
Admissions Phone – 800-231-2392

                                  Becky Widener (Education Dept. Chair) 573-875-7679

Dominican University of California


Education courses at this University are blended for liberal studies and teaching education program reflecting the programs commitment to multidisciplinary and multicultural education. Students observe and participate in local elementary schools blending theory and practice. 

Courses:

Learning Theories, Motivation, and Technology: In this course candidates examine various theories of learning and motivation and apply their understandings in the design of learning opportunities for students. Candidates explore the use of concepts underpinning the use of learning technologies and the use of computers in a constructivist classroom. They study productivity and on-line tools and acquire skills for using technology in instruction. They develop competence in the methodologies and strategies for integrating technology into classroom activities. Additionally, candidates examine research related to human, legal, and equity issues concerning the use of computers and related technologies in educational settings. 

Comprehensive Seminar: The seminar provides a survey of the theories and practices of contemporary educational leadership and administration. Although the instructor presents some material and introduces candidates to practical situations experienced by contemporary educational leaders, the core of the course rests with those enrolled in the course who are responsible for investigating various topics and presenting their findings to their peers. Each candidate is required to create a comprehensive research paper and to make a major oral presentation. 

Introduction to Teaching Seminar: This seminar introduces candidates to the field of teaching through classroom and field experiences. In the course, candidates get an overview of topics designed to help them examine, test, and clarify their commitment to pursuing teaching as a profession. The course includes the study of current trends and issues in American education, the demands of teaching in a diverse society, the role of schools within society, and the challenges of teaching students with different needs and abilities at the elementary, middle, and secondary levels. Through instruction and assignments, candidates will gain basic understandings of lesson planning and principles for establishing a positive classroom climate. They will examine techniques for questioning, for writing learner objectives, and for meeting diverse student needs. They will become familiar with multiple intelligences, learning domains, cooperative learning groups, cognitive organizers, and how reflective practice increases professional competence and student achievement. Candidates will also learn about school boards, the Illinois School Code, classroom management and discipline, assessment, technology, school law, and school finance. Candidates are introduced to the Illinois Professional Teaching Standards, Core Language Arts Standards for All Teachers, Core Technology Standards for All Teachers, Illinois Content-Area Standards, and Illinois Learner Outcomes Standards. During the course, candidates download and complete a notebook containing all current standards to be used throughout their program. Candidates will begin their professional portfolios that will be updated throughout the program to meet program benchmarks. 

Education Faculty

Sr. Colleen McNicholas, OP
Dean, School of Education
Assistant Professor of Educational Administration
Office: Lewis 234
(708) 524-6830
scolleen@dom.edu
Cathy Andress
Assistant Professor of Education
Office: Fine Arts 201
(708) 524-6695
candress@dom.edu
Evergreen University


The Evergreen State College was chartered for the purpose of offering an alternative to “traditional education.” Evergreens Master in teaching program utilizes constructivist theories by having collaboration among students, faculty and k-12 teachers and encouraging interactive student-teacher dialogue. Interactive learning and student input is emphasized while competition among students is de-emphasized. At Evergreen State College all the courses are fully integrated; they make extensive use of constructivist teaching principles and methodology.

Contacts

Sherry Walton, Director

The Evergreen State College

waltonsl@evergreen.edu 

Montclair State University, NJ

MSU is the College of Education and Human Services.  Within the College, there
are seven different departments: (1) Counseling, Human Development, and Educational Leadership; (2) Curriculum and Teaching; (3) Early Childhood, Elementary, and Literacy Education; (4) Educational Foundations; (5) Exercise Science and Physical Education; (6) Family and Child Studies, and (7) Health and Nutrition Sciences.  This school is on the forefront of teaching new educational strategies to their students.  One can most definitely find the cutting edge teaching skills needed for the future of education here.

EDFD 520- Development of Educational Thought

Intensive study of philosophical perspectives of selected classical to modern thinkers as they relate to educational theory and practice.  A range of points of view will be considered including such seminal thinkers as Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, and Rousseau etc.  The application of philosophical perspectives to contemporary educational issues will be explored.

ECEL 517- Integrating Science and Technology in Early Childhood and Elementary Classrooms

Students will experience hands-on, minds-on science activities supported by technology and will examine successful management techniques.  Students will gain confidence and skills in the scientific concepts and principles that unite the science disciplines.

ECEL 522- Curriculum Development and Assessment in Diverse Elementary Classrooms

Provides students with the opportunities to explore and experience research-based learning theories, teaching practices, curriculum, classroom management models, instructional strategies and assessment used in upper elementary/middle level classrooms.

Contact: www.montclair.edu
Graduate School Office: graduate.school@montclair.edu
Phone: (973) 655-5147

             (973) 331-9207

Niagara University

The programs at Niagara University are considered Cohort-based. Cohort-based programs are programs in which candidates attend courses and field experiences as a specific group earning their degrees together in a professional learning community.  A cohort approach takes a diverse group of students and attempts to build them into a community of teacher-learners by structuring their class schedules together and by teaching them in a way that emphasizes collegiality.  It is extraordinarily non-competitive, and thus non-traditional.  The learning of each individual will assist the learning of others; the accomplishments of one should help all.  This adds to the peer support that candidates experience within their group while at Niagara University, in field experiences, student teaching and later as alumni.   

The model is based on a set of principles known as constructivism in which the program is built on the sound research base of cooperative learning and is consistent with recent findings on successful professional growth projects.  It provides a laboratory of meaningful interaction and offers the opportunity to develop professional dispositions and leadership skills on a daily basis.  Further, the program utilizes team strategies drawn from the business and athletic worlds and fuses them into a collaborative school faculty.  Candidates and professors alike find cohort-based programs to be a positive and dynamic learning experience. 

To get ready to become a teacher in the collaborative, constructivist and reflective schools of tomorrow, the students work as a cohort in their pre-service studies today. 

Contacts

College of Education
Niagara University, NY 14109

(716) 286-8560

Sarah Connors – sanudji3@aol.com
Ann Mimm – annamiga@aol.com

Purdue University


In the opening of the Purdue Graduate Studies Catalogue specifically in the education section of the catalogue, is a written excerpt explaining the recent changes the department has undergone in improving their curriculum. They now refer to their program as an “official performance-based program” this directly applies to the new constructivist strategies infused in the teaching programs.  Some examples are:

EDCI 607- Implications of Research and Theory for Problems in Elementary Schools –Identification and research of problems in elementary schools.  Emphasizes development and utilization of research skills in the solution of problems identified by individual students.  

EDCI 608- Individualizing Instruction in the Elementary and Secondary Schools- This course explores the foundations underlying individualized instruction, the preparation of individualized instruction materials for the classroom, the role of research in individualized instruction, and the future trends and issues of individualized instruction.

EDCI 682- Contemporary Curriculum Theory- Critical examination of contemporary concept of curriculum theory.  Rational/technical curriculum, social needs/child centered curriculum.  Socio-political curriculum theory; curriculum as existential aesthetic, and phenomenological.  Implications for current practice, school reform, and educational research.  

Contact Information: www.purdue.edu
                                                 Admissions -765-494-4600
St. Lawrence University


The educational program at St. Lawrence University prepares students as educational leaders who possess the knowledge and skills necessary to create collaborative learning communities that enable all students to recognize and achieve their highest potential. The process of learning in the program is based on the principles of participation, communication, and cooperation.

Courses:

Conflict Resolution: A study of, and an involvement of class members in, the resolution of conflict on at least four levels: (1) intrapersonal (within oneself), (2) one-to-one (as in marriage), (3) small-group to small-group (as in negotiations), and (4) large-group to large-group (as with national conflicts, revolutions, riots, etc.).

Research Applications in Decision-Making: This course is organized primarily around case studies that illustrate the need for reliance upon a research base in order to resolve the issue at hand. Both potential and practicing administrators review and discuss current research relative to issues such as class size, length and sequence of instructional periods, effectiveness of particular teaching approaches, arrangement and size of physical space, etc. A strategic planning model for using the research findings in making educational decisions is explored, with an emphasis on "shared decision-making." Each participant will be asked to become a mini-expert on a particular topic or question and to share his or her expertise with the class in the form of a presentation and related readings.

Constructivist Experience
Design Conference on Teaching & Learning 
July 26 - 30, 2004 
St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY

http://www.learnercentereded.org/conferences/info.htm

Contacts

Educational Department (315) 229-5861

Peter Ladd (315)229-5869
Pladd@stlawu.edu
James Waterson (315)229-5864
Jwaterson@stlawu.edu
Trinity University- San Antonio, TX


Trinity University is making a name for itself in terms of constructivist education.  In an article printed in The Wall Street Journal, John Moore, Chairman of Trinity’s education department says “We’ve fiddled with testing and we’ve fiddled with finance, but we haven’t done anything to get better teachers in the American classrooms.”  With the implementation of new classroom methods, Trinity students are making way for constructivism as the future of the school systems across the country.

Graduate School Information

http://carme.cs.trinity.edu/education/Graduate/MAT/mat.htm
Graduate Admissions Email

ROffice@Trinity.edu
Admissions Phone

Phone (210) 999-7207
University of Arizona


Priding itself on the grounds that each student demonstrates “outstanding standards of scholarship and also produces high quality original research, creative or artistic work,” one sees immediately that this school proclaims its originality of education through constructivist methods utilized in their classrooms.  With courses available on an extensively large spectrum, any prospective graduate student should be attracted to this school for it is most definitely able to contribute positively to the lives of the country’s future educators.

608- The College Student


History and characteristics of the college student; interactions with campus environmental influences; developmental and normative trends; major research findings.

622- Teaching in Higher Education


Planning, organizing, presenting and evaluating learning experiences for mature students.

647- Techniques in Dimensionality Analysis: Principal Components and Factor Analysis


Construction, use, and interpretation of principal component and factor analytical methods in data analysis.

Admissions: (520) 621-3132

gradadm@grad.arizona.edu 

University of Missouri – Columbia

Students at The University of Missouri are professional and open to new educational strategies that leave them at the cutting edge of teaching.  There is a wide range of courses available that follow hands-on techniques as well as learner-centered approaches.  If you’re ready for an experience that will put you in the forefront of new educating tactics, Missouri may be the school for you.

EL401- Educational Leadership

Critical examination of key leadership theories and their application to various educational contexts. Includes consideration of research methods and designs appropriate for the study of leadership and the spectrum of lenses through which educational leadership is studied.

EL402- Educational Policy Analysis (3). Course centers on developing multiple understandings of the education policy making process. Theoretical constructs used to advance those understandings are eclectic in nature, drawing from the fields of political science, history, sociology and economics.

EL422- Advanced Problems of Leadership Practice (3). This pre-internship course is a study of team building, program assessment, and site-based management.  Addressing problems through a comprehensive school improvement approach with practicing principal will serve to prepare the students for internship experiences.

Contact:

Admissions (573) 882-7831

http://web.missouri.edu/~gradschl/
University of Texas San Antonio

The College of Education and Human Development (COEHD) at the University of Texas at San Antonio will be an international model for developing inclusive, transformative leaders guided by principles of community, equity, and respect for diversity, integrity, service, and scholarship. The College of Education and Human Development will create a democratic, collaborative learning organization. 

The Teaching and Learning Center was established by the Office of the Provost to support faculty in their efforts to create an inviting, nurturing, and stimulating intellectual community for their students.  By creating that kind of community, faculty can make a critical contribution to the University’s efforts to attract, retain, educate, and graduate students in South Texas.

Contacts

	
	Dr. Larry B. Golden[image: image1.png]


(Faculty Profile)

Department Chair 
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Department of Counseling, Educational Psychology, Adult and Higher Education

Associate Professor 
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Department of Counseling, Educational Psychology, Adult and Higher Education
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Ph: 210.458.2600[image: image5.png]


Fx: 210.458.2605

Email: lgolden@utsa.edu



University of West Florida

The University of West Florida offers a Cooperative education course in the education department. Cooperative Education is a partnership among employers, students, and the University. CoOp integrates classroom theory with practical experience by giving students a chance to work in their chosen career field prior to graduation. We offer students a chance to earn academic credits as well as wages for working in their major field of study.

Courses:

Curriculum, Instruction and Methods: Secondary Education: Designed to prepare the secondary teacher with the teaching/learning skills for instructional planning, facilitation, and evaluation required in the 21st century classroom. Designed to develop empowered professionals for the classroom who are masters in the areas of direct instruction, cooperative learning, applied strategies, academic and technical skill integration, and contextual learning projects and activities.

Applied Technology Practicum: Uses the community, workplace partners, and schools for integrated teaching and learning applications. Includes seminar, field based, and classroom practicum applications for teaching the discipline through contextual content projects and activities. 

Integrated Curriculum: An advanced curriculum course for graduate secondary education students. Course format combines classroom instruction and student engagement focusing on integration of the content areas with a field based component in which the student applies learnings and conducts research. The emphasis of instruction are integration of content, best practices in the content areas, accomplished practices in teaching, contextual learning, constructivism, cooperative learning, interdisciplinary instruction, mental habits, multiple intelligences, SCANS competencies, and authentic assessment. 

Contacts

Cooperative Education Program
11000 University Parkway
Building 19
Pensacola, FL 32514 

phone (850) 474-2255
fax (850) 473-7255
http://uwf.edu/coopeducation 
University of Wisconsin- Madison


Graduate students that matriculate to the University of Wisconsin- Madison will find a broad range of constructivist based courses in every division of the education department. They speak of their courses being as diverse as their students, however one thing is advised when considering here and that is to keep an open mind.  While levels of proficiency are acquired largely through course work and other traditional academic activities, in appropriate fields they may also be based in work experiences, internships, independent studies, and similar activities.  This is the cornerstone of the program.

845 The School Principalship. 3 cr. Dimensions of the school principal’s responsibilities including instructional leadership; emphasis on goals and theories under girding present practices and operational tasks reflecting changes in learning theory and school purposes.

P: Ed Admin 702 or consist for Ed Admin majors.

885 Educational Administration and Future Research. 2-3 cr. Methodologies of educational futures research: social technology transfer, normative and exploratory forecasting, and the investigation of alternative educational futures.

846 The School Superintendency. 3 cr. Investigation of leadership and political theories, professional competencies, and the personal commitment involved in the role of the school superintendent.  This course covers historical, theoretical, and practical perspectives of the school superintendency, including internship experiences.

Contact Information- www.wisc.edu
Graduate Catalogue www.wisc.edu/grad/catalog/ 

Virginia Tech

Professor Peter Doolittle at Virginia Tech University has done work pertaining to human memory and cognition, constructivism, and pedagogy and distance education. He teaches the courses Psychological Foundations of Education for Pre-Service Teachers, Constructivism and Education, and Cognitive Processes and Educational Practice. Below is a list that gives detail to one of his courses.
Constructivism and Education

1. The student will be able to delineate the major philosophical strands within the constructivist movement. 

2. The student will be able to explain the major philosophical tenets that underlie the constructivist movement. 

3. The student will be able to evaluate various philosophical perspectives on constructivism, resulting in a personal philosophy of constructivism. 

4. The student will be able to delineate the major theoretical strands within the constructivist movement, specifically cognitive, social, and radical constructivism. 

5. The student will be able to explain the relationship between the various philosophical positions and the theoretical strands. 

6. The student will be able to interpret everyday situations using the various theoretical strands as theoretical foundations. 

7. The student will be able to explain constructivist pedagogy and how it arises from the philosophical and theoretical strands. 

8. The student will be able to analyze constructivist pedagogy and explain a rationale for its acceptance or rejection. 

9. The student will be able to synthesize constructivist philosophy, theory, and pedagogy into a coherent personal understanding. 

10. The student will be able apply constructivist pedagogy to a variety of specific content areas.

Contacts

	Mr. Peter E Doolittle
	E-mail:
pdoo@vt.edu
Office:
(540) 231-3954
Local:
(540) 382-2209
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