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Here is my favorite poem (reprinted from the past few years). I have told my children that I could have no finer legacy than to believe that I have influenced them to adopt the philosophy of life implicit in this poem about “Cliff Klingenhagen”: 

CLIFF KLINGENHAGEN
by Edward Arlington Robinson
Cliff Klingenhagen had me in to dine 

With him one day; and after soup and meat, 

And all the other things there were to eat, 

Cliff took two glasses and filled one with wine 

And one with wormwood. Then, without a sign 

For me to choose at all, he took the draught 

Of bitterness himself, and lightly quaffed 

It off, and said the other was mine. 

And when I asked him what the deuce he meant 

By doing that, he only looked at me 

And grinned, and said it was a way of his. 

And though I know the fellow, I have spent 

Long time a wondering when I shall be 

As happy as Cliff Klingenhagen is. 

I wish you all greetings of the season. In the spirit of whatever holiday you celebrate, it is my hope that by practicing the selflessness of Cliff Klingenhagen we can all model behaviors we wish to pass along to children and, in so doing, bring happiness to our own lives. 






      --- 30 --- 

Please know that your work in the field of education is as meaningful to our society as anything anyone can possibly do. Thank you for caring about the future of our children!!!!
Feel welcome to forward this message to a friend or colleague. If you know someone who would like to be put on the list, please send a message to Don Mesibov at dmesibov@twcny.rr.com.  Requests to be dropped from this list will also be honored.
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The Institute is currently registering teams for the 2009 summer constructivist conference, July 20-24, at St. Lawrence University, Canton, New York. Don’t miss the opportunity for this unique conference that models the constructivist behaviors that teachers are using increasingly in the classroom. Check out the website of The Institute for Learning Centered Education: www.learnercentereded.org
or, e-mail a request for information. 

