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Recent university graduate Kelly Benvenuto had e-mailed me from Morocco in November, 2005 to let me know that “They have a program here that is trying to teach Moroccan teachers to use learner-centered methods.”

A few years ago, Niagara University Professors Mike Smith and Roni Brierley had written from Thailand that the Education Minister was promoting constructivist theory as the foundation for education in that country.

Mike and Roni are in the last few months of a sabbatical in the Eastern part of the world and recently Mike sent this excerpt from a letter sent to him by Samantha Cianfrone, a former student who is currently living and teaching in Finland:
“I LOVE my job here (I have every teacher's dream job!)...The kids are so brilliant in Finland...They're like a whole different species here!!... I have so much to say about it...so many observations I've made, and conclusions I have come to... regarding education!!  And this year...Finland was at the top again in regards to test results and education standards.

“And the thing is....IT'S EFFORTLESS!! The key is that the pressure is off for EVERYONE..There are no SPECIFIC guidelines and RIDICULOUS politics that suffocate, and drive everyone insane like in other education systems I have experienced.  There is a freedom for students and teachers that allows us to embrace education instead of being bloody terrified of it! (which I felt both as a teacher and a student growing up).  Honestly, this society (in all aspects in my opinion) knows what it takes to raise a child into a decent, very capable individual. 
“CONSTRUCTIVISM here, is not a just a theory that teachers should try to implement, because of its beneficial value.  It actually IS their education system, period.”  
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The Institute is currently registering teams for the 2008 summer constructivist conference, July 21-25, at St. Lawrence University, Canton, New York. Don’t miss the opportunity for this unique conference that models the constructivist behaviors that teachers are using increasingly in the classroom. Check out the website of The Institute for Learning Centered Education: www.learnercentereded.org
or, e-mail a request for information. 

