THE INSTITUTE for Learning Centered Education NEWSLETTER

TOPIC:    OWNERSHIP: IN THE MILITARY OR IN THE CLASSROOM

Date: December 1, 2008

Newsletter Edition: Volume 9, Issue 49

Each of the following, except one, promotes “ownership” of those whose support is needed. As they would say on Sesame Street, one of these paragraphs is not like the others; one of these paragraphs just doesn’t belong. Which of the following doesn’t belong?”

A physical education teacher once told me of a problem she had encountered for ten years trying to motivate students to do something that was a required part of the curriculum. “I don’t know why I didn’t think of it sooner,” she said, “but finally, in desperation, I met with some of my students and asked them to help me solve the problem. They helped me fashion an approach that worked. Why did it take me ten years before I thought to ask the students?”
James L. Jones was just selected by the President-Elect to be National Security Adviser.  In accepting the appointment, the 40 year Marine Corps veteran said, “I’ve always felt that the more senior I got, even in the military, the more important is the art of making people feel like they own part of the problem and also part of the solution.”

President-Elect Barack Obama told the nation’s governors at a conference in Philadelphia that he wanted them to help draft and shape a multi-million dollar stimulus package.

When President Bill Clinton took office in 1993, he commissioned a committee to work secretively to design a proposal for universal health care coverage; when the proposal was completely designed, it was presented to Congress and was voted down.

When I first began teaching middle school English, I was frustrated by the noise and clamor that accompanied students as they entered class and by the five minutes it took before the class settled down and we could begin the lesson. One day I placed a recorder on my desk and left it running as the students walked into class. As some students asked, “Why is that there?” I just smiled and said, “You’ll see,” and invariably they turned their attention to their usual behavior and forget about the recorder. When all the students were seated and finally quiet, I played the recording of their comments, noise and chaos as they had entered. They got a good laugh out of it. Then I said simply, “This is unacceptable and I think you can see why. Rather than have me propose a solution – which you may not like – why don’t you suggest how we can deal with this problem. As long as you propose something reasonable and it results in all students being in their seats ready to proceed when the bell rings, I’ll give it a try.”
Which of the foregoing doesn’t belong???

STUDENT OWNERSHIP: There is a great deal of research showing that “Success begets success.” This is why many teachers intentionally create activities near the start of a lesson that will allow every student to succeed. It motivates students to take an interest in the rest of the lesson and encourages them to do their best. Enabling students to be successful and allowing them to take ownership are not identical strategies – but they do coexist well together and each strategy reinforces the other.
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Please know that your work in the field of education is as meaningful to our society as anything anyone can possibly do. Thank you for caring about the future of our children!!!!
Please feel free to forward this message to a friend or colleague. If you know someone who would like to be put on the list, please send a message to Don Mesibov at dmesibov@twcny.rr.com.  Requests to be dropped from this list will also be honored. Copyright (c) 2008, Institute for Learning Centered Education. All rights reserved.
The Institute is currently registering teams for the 2009 summer constructivist conference, July 20-24, at St. Lawrence University, Canton, New York. Don’t miss the opportunity for this unique conference that models the constructivist behaviors that teachers are using increasingly in the classroom. Check out the website of The Institute for Learning Centered Education: www.learnercentereded.org
or, e-mail a request for information. 

