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The 2008 summer constructivist conference was the best ever in terms of participant reactions - what was learned and what will be applied. Of the 152 participants who submitted conference evaluations, 150 said it was worth the time they invested and the other two said it was “somewhat” worth it. We specifically requested that conference participants not attaché their names so that we could encourage candid responses.
I want to share some of the comments that were submitted in response to five questions we posed on the evaluation form because if you have not been to one of our 16 conferences, you would really love and value the experience if we can find a way to encourage you to “Try it!”

What is most impressive to us and to administrators who send or bring a team is that participants leave with information and plans they can apply practically in their classrooms and schools. Consider this handful of responses:
· I’ve learned “Curriculum to Challenge” rather than “Challenge to Curriculum.” It was an amazing experience both networking, social and academic.  

· I validated my current practices, acquired new language to describe what I do, and forged stronger relationships with my colleagues. 

· I have been provided with an incredible learning experience and the opportunity and the tools to grow personally and professionally. 

· Overall this was an awesome “learning experience. I have obtained some new strategies/interventions to easily implement in my classroom. Thank you to everyone - Great job.  

· Most definitely will I review my approach to questioning students and getting my colleagues to think about this, also. 

· I will definitely be more pro-active when trying to address issues of diversity.

· I will use more constructivist activities into my classroom such as music incorporation.

· I will do much more group work 

· Rubrics/checklists, more student centered learning. 

· I have rethought many of the ways I do things and I will try each day to release the control that I feel when I have to successfully teach and will try to trust the chaos and allow students more opportunity to team through discovery. 

· I will try to do more cooperative learning. 
· I will incorporate the plan we developed to prepare students for the state test.

· I will come up with some new reading strategies. 

· I will work more on students constructing their own meaning. 

· More thought to student directed learning/discovery

· I’ll be more focused in what I need to be teaching. Also I’ve learned a lot of new strategies I’ll implement.

· More hands on activities that foster critical thinking.

· I will use teams to go over work and promote critical thinking (thanks to Tim Bedley). Also, I will use hip-hop and current generation technology in the classroom.  

· Implement strategies for effective classroom management and attempt to trust the chaos more. 

· I will be a little more structured and plan a little more. 

· I feel much better prepared to ensure I’m meeting all standards with my students.
Responses from all 152 participants will be on the Institute web site within the next few weeks: www.learnercentereded.org





      --- 30 ---

Please know that your work in the field of education is as meaningful to our society as anything anyone can possibly do. Thank you for caring about the future of our children!!!!
Please feel free to forward this message to a friend or colleague. If you know someone who would like to be put on the list, please send a message to Don Mesibov at dmesibov@twcny.rr.com.  Requests to be dropped from this list will also be honored. Copyright (c) 2008, Institute for Learning Centered Education. All rights reserved.
The Institute is currently registering teams for the 2009 summer constructivist conference, July 20-24, at St. Lawrence University, Canton, New York. Don’t miss the opportunity for this unique conference that models the constructivist behaviors that teachers are using increasingly in the classroom. Check out the website of The Institute for Learning Centered Education: www.learnercentereded.org
or, e-mail a request for information. 
