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Would you like to add an advanced course for high school students in which the students would learn communications skills by designing and running a public relations program for their school?

I have a fully developed curriculum for just such a course. Read on:

When a corporation has an image problem, it hires a public relations expert.

When a school has an image problem, the worst thing it can do (and the last thing it does) is hire a PR firm because that would be bad public relations. Imagine the public outcry over taxpayer money being spent on public relations.

The next time the country enters recession, school budgets become harder to pass, and angry taxpayers vent by criticizing schools, proposals will surface, and be shot down, for schools to hire PR experts. But any good Public relations person will tell you that the time to create a positive image is BEFORE a problem arises.

Here’s a novel idea: What if a school utilized students as its public relations arm? 

Several years ago, when budgets were being defeated with frustrating regularity, three people with public relations and education experience spent several days developing a public relations program that could be run by high school students as a full semester or full year advanced placement course.
The idea is that students learn by doing and the doing they would do is to handle public relations for their school or district.

This PR course exists and is laid out as an entire curriculum. I will personally scaffold for any school or district that would like to try this course for a semester.

This course was designed with the intention of turning a lemon into lemonade.  Students learn, the media responds to student designed public relations in a way it would never react to school personnel, and everybody comes out a winner.

The opening activity in the course design is for the students to plan and then conduct a press conference announcing the start of their course.

For additional information, press the reply button on your computer and let me know you are interested. I will forward the entire curriculum along with suggestions for getting it started.





      --- 30 --- 

Please know that your work in the field of education is as meaningful to our society as anything anyone can possibly do. Thank you for caring about the future of our children!!!!
Feel welcome to forward this message to a friend or colleague. If you know someone who would like to be put on the list, please send a message to Don Mesibov at dmesibov@twcny.rr.com.  Requests to be dropped from this list will also be honored.
Copyright (c) 2008, Institute for Learning Centered Education. All rights reserved.

The Institute is currently registering teams for the 2008 summer constructivist conference, July 21-25, at St. Lawrence University, Canton, New York. Don’t miss the opportunity for this unique conference that models the constructivist behaviors that teachers are using increasingly in the classroom. Check out the website of The Institute for Learning Centered Education: www.learnercentereded.org
or, e-mail a request for information. 

