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In many schools, the semester is nearing an end and teachers want good review activities. Here’s one:
Assign three or four students the task of designing a review activity. Or, assign several groups of three or four students to each plan and conduct a review activity. If you have more than one group doing this, then select different parts of the curriculum that you want each group to address. Here are thoughts to keep in mind as you give the assignment (and this can be done with children in kindergarten as well as 12th grade – the only difference is the complexity of the task you assign, the amount of time you allot, and the degree of scaffolding you provide):
· Don’t over-scaffold. Let the group of three or four students know the topic or topics 
you want them to review, encourage them to involve the class in the review – not to just 
teach from the front – and give them some time to plan. 
· Ask for an outline and offer feedback before the group (or groups) conduct their 
activity.

· Don’t worry if the review is incomplete. Take notes during the review activities and 
then you can fill in the missing pieces from your notes during a future class.

As you observe the student-run review activities, you will find it interesting to see what the students decided was important. You will also get a clearer picture of what the students learned and retained from the time, earlier in the semester, when you addressed the topics now being reviewed.
I do this regularly with my college class (but I have also done it with first graders) and some of their most creative work has been generated through this process. Recently, four of my university sophomores decided to use “Jeopardy” as the vehicle for review. They located a software program and used the technology to post the choices and to keep score. An entire class of 26 students was debating what is ordinarily the most mundane curriculum content. Each team of students in the “Jeopardy” game was scrambling for responses and teaching each other in the process.
Sometimes, the best way to start the review process is to assign the task to some of your more advanced students and offer extra credit or allow them to design their review activity while you do something else with the rest of the class. The assignment can be as general as “Think about everything we have studied this year and create an activity that will challenge the rest of the class to demonstrate what they have learned.”
Then, when they conduct their activity, that can be the end of it or you can then break down the curriculum into parts and have the rest of the class, in small groups, each design a review activity for an aspect of the curriculum. Once students see this modeled by the first group it will be easier for the rest.
What I enjoyed most the day my students designed and conducted their review activities was finding out what they thought was most important and seeing what they had retained and understood.
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Please know that your work in the field of education is as meaningful to our society as anything anyone can possibly do. Thank you for caring about the future of our children!!!!
Feel welcome to forward this message to a friend or colleague. If you know someone who would like to be put on the list, please send a message to Don Mesibov at dmesibov@twcny.rr.com.  Requests to be dropped from this list will also be honored.
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The Institute is currently registering teams for the 2008 summer constructivist conference, July 21-25, at St. Lawrence University, Canton, New York. Don’t miss the opportunity for this unique conference that models the constructivist behaviors that teachers are using increasingly in the classroom. Check out the website of The Institute for Learning Centered Education: www.learnercentereded.org
or, e-mail a request for information. 

