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While I don’t always agree with his politics or policy pronouncements, I respect George Will for the depth of his reasoning and his ability to focus on issues rather than personalities.
Unfortunately, his usual sound research and attention to detail is missing from a column that appeared April 24, entitled, “A nation at risk no more than ever 25 years later.”

Here are some of his points and some of his conclusions. You decide the validity of each:
---There is not a high correlation between test scores and school expenditures.

---Schools cannot compensate for the disintegration of families, and hence communities.  
---No reform can enable schools to cope with the 36.9 percent of all children today born out of wedlock, which means, among many other things, a continually renewed cohort of unruly adolescent males.
---In 1964 SAT scores among college-bound students peaked.

---The Coleman Report in 1966 concluded that :”the qualities of the families from which children come to school matter much more than money as predictors of schools’ effectiveness.
---After 1962, when New York City signed the nation’s first collective bargaining contract with teachers, teachers began changing from members of a respected profession into just another muscular faction fighting for more government money.

---Between 1975 and 1980 there were many strikes as teacher salaries rose and test scores declined.

I’ve omitted an equal number of points made in George Will’s column, but I think you can get the gist of it from the foregoing.
On the one hand, Will acknowledges the impact on the effectiveness of schools of society and the changing nature of families. Yet, he blames teachers and schools for any inadequacies in the way children are educated without offering any research-based link between cause and effect.

He cites higher teacher salaries and greater political influence as if these are bad things. Yet he makes no mention of the inflation of the past 40 years, the obscene salaries of some corporate executives and the fact that CEOs of bankrupt companies make more on their golden parachutes than most professional educators make during an entire career. 
Will uses standardized tests as his measurement of school success without even discussing their validity or lack thereof as a vehicle for accountability.
In his last paragraph he proposes that the federal government should have set national standards instead of leaving this to the states. (And I thought he was a conservative and that conservatives think the Federal government already has too much power).

The column by George Will lacks his usual thorough research and sound argumentation. He uses innuendo and unsubstantiated claims to support weak arguments usually put forth by people prone to accepting stereotypical views of professional educators with little substance to support such views.
Shame on you George Will. Your research and conclusions are usually much more thorough.
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