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Use meaningful work that needs to be done for the classroom or school as authentic tasks for students. 

I thought about this recently when I noticed the following on the Northeastern University web site:

“Northeastern President Joseph Aoun recently hosted a reception for young Boston artists who work with the university through the nonprofit group Artists for Humanity. The high school students have created banners, now adorning Columbus Avenue, depicting aspects of university life.” 
Imagine this: high school students were motivated by the awareness that their work would be publicly displayed on the streets of Boston. Northeastern University gains publicity that would have cost hundreds of dollars (or more) to commission from private artists. It’s a win-win.

Here are some easy to implement ideas that might be practical in your own school situation: 

Could a redecorated school entrance way or lobby enhance the school climate and be more welcoming to parents and other visitors? Ask a homeroom or art class! 

Need an outdoor area cultivated and planted? 

Is the "Report to the office" sign intimidating and unattractive - could it use a new design? 

What about having students snap pictures of students at work in the classroom, address envelopes and periodically send home pictures with a note from the teacher “Thought you might like to see your child in action.” The idea is to make this so labor unintensive for the teacher that it can get done.
Would a classroom benefit from an attractive bulletin board? Does an existing classroom or school bulletin board need to be changed periodically? 

Would it be worthwhile to get student feedback on an issue and do you need some people to structure the format for the feedback and do the solicitation? 

Want projects displayed in a cafeteria, classroom or hallways (in locales that allow hallway displays)?


The idea is, think of the students first when you need something done. Much of what is tedious for adults or doesn't get done because the adults don't have time (or money), is great grist for authentic tasks that students can learn from by doing, often enjoy doing, and often do better than we, as adults, do.
What a great way to involve the business community with the schools as an alternative to going to businesses with hands outstretched looking for charity (even though businesses are usually great in responding to the needs of the schools). Instead, ask businesses what they need that students might be able to work on in class as an authentic task!





      --- 30 --- 

Please know that your work in the field of education is as meaningful to our society as anything anyone can possibly do. Thank you for caring about the future of our children!!!!
Feel welcome to forward this message to a friend or colleague. If you know someone who would like to be put on the list, please send a message to Don Mesibov at dmesibov@twcny.rr.com.  Requests to be dropped from this list will also be honored.
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The Institute is currently registering teams for the 2008 summer constructivist conference, July 21-25, at St. Lawrence University, Canton, New York. Don’t miss the opportunity for this unique conference that models the constructivist behaviors that teachers are using increasingly in the classroom. Check out the website of The Institute for Learning Centered Education: www.learnercentereded.org
or, e-mail a request for information. 

